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Leadership God’s Way

Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, in our
likeness, and let them rule...over all the earth...
Genesis 1:26 ,

God hasavery different view of leadership from
that which is seen in the world. His concept of
leadership is the exact opposite. We see the
Lord's kind of leadership expressed from the
beginning of time:

The Creation Mandate

“God said, ‘Let Us [Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit] make mankind in Our image, after Our
likeness, and let them have complete
authority...over all the earth...’” Genesis 1:26
(Amplified Bible).

We were all included in this broad mandate of
leadership. There are many different levels and
expressions of |eadership and every one of usis,
on somelevel, aleader of somekind. If you are
to exercisethe gift God has given you, then you
must lead within the sphere of that gifting.

Character ofleadership

But note the premise upon which our leadership
is given... ‘Let us make man in our image, in
our likeness...”. In other words, we lead like
God leads - with the same character behind it!
Godisnot atyrant, ruling out of pridein His power
and for selfish means. God is love (1 John 4:8,
16) and Hisrulershipinour livesisfor our sake
and, like a Father, desiring the best for us.
Mankind was meant to rule His creation with
the same heart.

Plurality of leadership

Themandateto rule over Hiscreation wasgiven
to both Adam and Eve. They were a team
together inthisgreat task God had given. Created
in the image of God, this follows God's very
nature. The Heavenly Godhead - Father, Son and
Holy Spirit - alwaysminister in “team” together,
each fulfilling their specific aspect of the work.

Creation - what wasin the mind of the Fa-
ther, the Son spoke forth (John 1:1-3; Col ossians
1:15-17), and the Spirit brought it into being
(Genesis chapter 1).

Salvation - the Father had the heart of the
Crossin giving His Son, the Son did the work
of the Crossin dying for us, and the Spirit walks
the way of the Crossin the life of the believer.

Honouring one another

The Father

“...a bright cloud enveloped them, and a
voice from the cloud said, ‘This is my Son,
whom | love; with him | am well pleased.
Listen to him!’” Matthew 17:5 (see also
Colossians 1:18-20; Mark 9:7; Luke 9:35).

The Son

“...'1 tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing
by himself; he can do only what he sees his
Father doing, because whatever the Father
does the Son also does...By myself | can do
nothing...I seek not to please myself but him
who sent me’” John 5:19,30; 14:2-31.

The Holy Spirit

“...the Spirit of truth...will not speak on his
own; he will speak only what he hears...He
will bring glory to me...” John 16:13-15. (1
Corinthians 12:3; Romans 1:4).

God'sway of leadership has never been that of
asingleindividual ruling asa“boss” with top
down control. Thus we see, in the New
Testament Church, there was a plurality of
leadership - team ministries - each functioning
in unity according to the specific giftings and
callings given by God (Ephesians 4:11-16;
Romans 12:3-8; 1 Corinthians 12:4-31).
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Leadership Fundamentals

‘ To aspire to leadership is an honourable ambition.
1 Timothy 3:1 (New English Bible) ,

TheBible'sviewpoint of leadershipisquite dif-
ferent from that which is, for the most part, in
the Church. In many sections of the Church, there
isarigid process for producing aleader. In the
New Testament, however, academi cshasnothing
to do with the development of aleader. Rather, a
Christian leader isdefined by five principles:

Gift

“We have different gifts, according to the
grace given us...if it is leadership, let him
govern diligently...” Romans 12:6,8.

L eadership in the Church isnot meant by God to
be based on pyramidal structures or means of
succession. It is based on gifting that comes
directly from God (Eph.4:7,11) whichisthenrec-
ognized and released by the Body of Christ.

Example

“ Remember your leaders, who spoke the word
of God to you. Consider the outcome of their
way of life and imitate their faith” Heb.13:7.

A leader leads. Like a shepherd, he or she sets
the pace up in front, not pushing from behind. A
leader doesn’tjust tell otherswhat to do, but sets
the example, both in pattern of lifeand in proac-
tivelife-style.

Maturity

“Now the overseer must be above
reproach...He must not be a recent convert,
or he may become conceited and fall under
the same judgment as the devil” 1 Tim.3:2,6.

A devel oping maturity isone of thefoundations
of true Biblical leadership. This haslittle to do
with chronological age (1 Timothy 4:12) or
academic qualifications (Phil.3:4-7; 1 Cor.2:1-5).
Rather, it hasto do with recognized spiritual depth
and a proven pattern of life.

Servanthood

“ Jesus called them together and said, * You
know that those who are regarded as rulers
of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their
high officials exercise authority over them.
Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to
become great among you must be your ser-
vant, and whoever wants to be first must be
slave of all. For even the Son of Man did
not come to be served, but to serve, and to
give his life as a ransom for many'” Mark
10:42-45 (Luke 22:25-27; Mark 9:35)..

Themark of leadership God’'sway isthe heart
of a servant. Jesus paved the way for apattern
of leadership that this world will never under-
stand. The leader in the Church walks the way
of the Cross - laying down hislife for those he
serves. In the Church there is only one true
Leader - Jesus Christ Himself. All leadership
must be expressed with the attitude of Christ.

Commission

“For | ama minister of the Church by divine
commission, a commission granted to me for
your benefit, and for a special purpose: that
I might fully declare God's Word...that sa-
cred mystery which up till now has been hid-
den in every age and every generation, but
which is now as clear as daylight to those
who love God. They are those to whom God
has planned to give a vision of the full won-
der and splendour of his secret plans for the
nations. And the secret is simply this: Christ
in you! Yes, Christ in you bringing with him
the hope of all the glorious things to come’
Col.1:25-27 (Phillips) (see also Col.2:2-3).

God islooking for leaders whose whole focus
of ministry is to lead His people toward the
magnificent goal He has set for His Church.
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Functions of Leadership

‘ ...there are different gifts and functions; individually
grace is given to us in different ways out of the rich
diversity of Christ’s giving. Ephesians 4.7 (JBP) ,

There are three specific areas where the differ-
ent giftsand functions of leadership are expressed
inthe Body of Chrigt. All aregiftsgiven by Christ
on His ascension (Eph.4:7-10). Thus the Lord
Jesus Christ is the source of all true leadership
inthe Church. Each gift isan expression of who
HeisinHislovingleadership of His people.

Foundational gifts

“ 1t was he who gave some to be apostles, some
to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and
some to be pastors and teachers’ Eph.4:11.

These specific ministries listed in verse 11 are
gifts tothe Church. Aligned with Chrigt, the* chief
corner stone”, they are the foundation of the
Church (Ephesians 2:19-20). They are not the
“roof”, high up for al to see. Their whole pur-
poseisthat the beauty of the building (the people
of God revealing Christ) be seen by all. Read
through Ephesians 4:7-16. In this remarkable
passage, Paul revealsfour specific purposesthe
Lord gave these gifts:

Equipping believers for ministry

“..for the equipping of the saints for the work
of ministry...” verse 12 (NKJV)

Every bdieveriscdledtotheministry andthese
fivetypesof ministry giftsaregiventoequip dl
for the work of the Lord to reach the world
and to blessone another.

Building up the Body of Christ

“ ...for the edifying of the body of Christ...”
verse 12 (NKJV)

Thesegiftsof Christ aregivento encourage us
and nourish believerswith HisWord so that the
Body growsmoreand morein Hisimage.
Bringing us to unity

“...till we all come to the unity of the faith

and of the knowledge of the Son of God...”
verse 13 (NKJV)

Unity of thewhole Body isapriority for these
ministriesasitisfor theLord (John 17:20-23)

To the fullness of Christ

“...to a perfect man, to the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ” verse 13
(NKJV) (see also 2 Corinthians 3:18).

The goal of these ministry giftsisto see God's
ultimate plan fulfilled - the Church filled with
Hisglory.

Overseers

“Keep watch over yourselves and all the
flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you
overseers. Be shepherds of the church of
God, which he bought with his own blood”
Acts 20:28 (Hebrews 13:17; Titus 1:7).

Overseers are the shepherds with the pastoral
care of Christ’s flock in alocal area...not just
one person but a number working in team to-
gether, each recognizing the gift of the other (1
Timothy 3:2; 5:17; 2 Timothy:2:24). They are
“elders’ (1 Peter 5:1; Acts 14:23; Acts 20:17).
The Lord Jesus is the “great Shepherd of the
sheep” (Hebrews 13:20) and the “ Shepherd and
Overseer of your souls’ (1 Peter 2:25). In 1
Peter 5:2, Peter instructs the leadership of the
Church to be “ shepherds of God’s flock that is
under your care”, as under-shepherds account-
ableto “the Chief Shepherd” (1 Pet .5:4)

Every believer

“From [Christ] the whole body, joined and
held together by every supporting ligament,
grows and builds itself up in love, as each
part does its work” Ephesians 4:16 (see also
Romans 12:4-6; 1 Corinthians 12:12).
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Foundational Leaders

‘ ...built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with
Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. Eph.2:20.

An apostle

“Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be
an apostle and set apart for the gospel of
God” Romans 1:1.

An apostle (the ancient Greek word - apostol 0s)
means “ one sent forth as amessenger”. As well
asthe original twelve apostles chosen by Jesus
there were many other true apostles (Acts 14:3-
4; Romans 16:7; 1 Cor.15:5-7; Galatians 1:1,19).

Credentials of an apostle

Read 2 Corinthians chapter 11. Paul contrasts
the “super apostles” who were charismatic
speakers and avid money raisers (2 Corinthians
2:17; 1 Timothy 6:9-10) and who, the Lord says,
arenot apostlesat al (Revelation 2:2), tohisown
“credentials’ as an apostle of the Lord...

“We put no stumbling block in anyone's path,
so that our ministry will not be discredited.
Rather, as servants of God we commend our-
selves in every way:..” 2 Corinthians 6:3-4.

* Suffering for the Gospel

“...in great endurance; in troubles, hard-
ships and distresses; in beatings, imprison-
ments and riots; in hard work, sleepless
nights and hunger; in purity, understand-
ing, patience and kindness; in the Holy
Spirit and in sincere love; in truthful speech
and in the power of God; with weapons of
righteousness in the right hand and in the
left; through glory and dishonor, bad re-
port and good report; genuine, yet regarded
as impostors; known, yet regarded as un-
known; dying, and yet we live on; beaten,
and yet not killed; sorrowful, yet always re-
joicing; poor, yet making many rich; hav-
ing nothing, and yet possessing everything”
2 Corinthians 6:4-10.

* Letters of commendation - the lives trans-
formed through the apostl€’'sministry (2 Cor.3:1-6)

* Setting forth the truth plainly - 2
Corinthians 4:1-2 (read through verse 15).

Other evidence of atrue apostle includes:

* Themiraculous (2 Corinthians 12:12)

* Changed lives (2 Corinthians 3:1-3)

* Churchesborn (1 Cor.9:1-2; Rom.15:20)

* Grounding the Church in truth (Col.1:25)

* Preserving unity in the Body (1 Cor.3:3-5)

* Laying foundations (1 Cor.3:10)

* Setting thingsin order (Titus 1:5)

* Fostering a wider vision (2 Corinthians 8)

* Fathering new ministries (2 Timothy 1.6).

A prophet

New Testament prophets are not the same as
the prophets of the Old Testament.

Old Testament prophets

Read Exodus 20:18-19; Deut.5:23-29;18:15-22;
Hebrews 12:18-21. Because the people were
afraid of the revelation of God’sglory and holi-
nessthey werereceiving at Mt Sinai, they cried
out for Moses to be their mediator - for God to
speak to him and then for himto bring HisWord
tothepeople. God then promised them aprophet
for each generation from then on.

New Testament prophets

Prophets under the New Covenant are not me-
diators like those in the Old. There is one me-
diator - Christ (1 Tim.2:5; Heb.8:6) - and al be-
lievers can now “hear Hisvoice” (John 10:14-
16). New Testament prophets confirm a
believer's call (Acts 13:1-3), encourage and
strengthen believersin the Christian life (Acts
15:32), and reveal future events so that Chris-
tians can be prepared (Acts 11:27-29; Acts
21:11). Thisisoften expressed in team ministry,
by thelaying on of hands, in thelocal gatherings
of believers (1 Timothy 4:14).
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Leadership Teams

‘ ...the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and
Saul for the work to which | have called them"
Acts 13:2 ,

An evangelist

An evangelist has a two-fold ministry. He not
only preachesthe Gospdl, extending God'sKing-
dom (Acts 8:5-8; 26-40), he also releases the
believers in evangelism (Ephesians 4:11-12;1
Thessalonians 3:2).

A pastor

The Greek word for pastor — poimen — means
“one who tends sheep or caresfor flocks’. Itis
only once translated as “pastor” (in Ephesians
4:11). Thefew other times“ poimen” isfoundin
the New Testament it is translated “ shepherd”
(Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:2-4). The foundational
pastor, as one of the five-fold ministry of
Ephesians 4:11, expresses the Shepherd heart
of the Lord to the Body at large (1 Peter 5:4).

A teacher

Under the anointing of the Holy Spirit, ateacher
imparts a hunger for the Word of God (Acts
17:11); gives clarity to the Word (Acts 18:24-
28); watersthe seed of the new lifein Christ (1
Corinthians 3:5-6); andimpartstheliving reality
of thetruth (Luke 24:27-32).

Five-fold ministry teams

Just asthe Godhead — Father, Son and Holy Spirit
—function in “team” ministry, so it is with the
Body of Christ. Not one part is designed as an
independent functioning entity withinitself.

“What, after all, is Apollos? And what is
Paul? Only servants, through whom you came
to believe...I planted the seed, Apollos wa-
tered it, but God made it grow” 1 Cor.3:5-6.

Read again Ephesians4:11-16. God hasdesigned
thefive-fold ministriesto flow and function to-

gether as apostolic teams as they travel to the
whole Body. Each needsthe other. Two impor-
tant aspects in relation to these ministries are
that they are sent and received. They have
safety in a point of reference (Acts 14:26-27;
Proverbs1:14; Acts 15:33).

Sent

“In the church at Antioch there were proph-
ets and teachers...While they were worship-
ping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit
said, ‘Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul
for the work to which | have called them.” So
after they had fasted and prayed, they placed
their hands on them and sent them off ” Acts
13:1-3.

These team ministries both send and are sent.

Received

“...S0 Paul and Barnabas were appointed,
along with some other believers, to go up to
Jerusalem to see the apostles and elders
about this question. The church sent them
on their way...\WWhen they came to Jerusa-
lem, they were welcomed by the church and
the apostles and elders...Then the apostles
and elders, with the whole church, decided
to choose some of their own men and sent
them to Antioch with Paul and
Barnabas...The men were sent off and went
down to Antioch, where they gathered the
church together...” Acts 15:2-30 (see also
21:17-19).

As the apostolic teams travel to the different
parts of the Body of Christ, they are then re-
ceived by the leadership in that area and the
churchis gathered together to receivefromtheir
ministry. Thetimethey stay will vary according
to the need and situation (Acts 11:25).
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Responsibility of Leaders

‘ ...your leaders...men who must give an account...
Hebrews 13:17

Accountable to the Lord

Encourage in heart

Hebrews 13:17 declaresthat leaders“ must give
an account” to the Lord for those they are
leading. Thisisa serious responsibility and the
writer exhorts the believers to “obey them so
that their work will be a joy, not a burden”
(see dso 2 Corinthians 11:27-28).

In Colossians 1:28-29, 2:1-3, Paul declareswhat
thisheavy responsibilityis:

“We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching
everyone with all wisdom, so that we may
present everyone perfect in Christ. To this end
| labour, struggling with all his energy, which
so powerfully worksin me. | want you to know
how much | am struggling for you....and for
all who have not met me personally” 1:28-2:1

Paul describes the purpose for his*struggle”...

Present everyone perfect

To present everyone perfect in Christ is the
awesome task of every leader...to see every
believer grow to the “whole measure of the
fullness of Christ” (Ephesians 4:11-16). It is
achieved by...

Proclaiming Christ

Christ is the centre of every message a |leader
ministers. Thewhole of Scripture speaks of Him
(see John 5:39).

Admonishing the believer

Warning of the dangers of the corrupt generation
inwhichwelive (Acts 2:40-42).

Teaching...with all wisdom

Wisdomis agift of the Holy Spirit experienced
as the knowledge of the Lord isrevealed in the
midst of theeventsof life (Ephesians 1:17-23).

“My purpose is that they may be encouraged
in heart...” Colossians 2:2.

Inthe midst of thetrialsthat the believerswere
facing, Paul’s purpose in ministry wasto “en-
courage them in heart”. So is the ministry of
every leader called by God - to lift His people
above the surrounding circumstances to the
knowledge of His love and purpose for them
(Colossians 3:1-3).

Unite in love

“..united in love...” Colossians 2:2.

Unity is always a priority on the heart of God
and therefore on the heart of His true leaders,
not only for alocal group of believers but for
the whole Body of Christ. Jesus, in His prayer
to His Father before going to the Cross, de-
clared what was foremost in His heart...

“...I pray also for those who will believe in
me through their message, that all of them
may be one, Father, just as you are in me
and | am in you. May they also be in us so
that the world may believe that you have sent
me” John 17:20-21 (read to verse 23).

Complete understanding

“...s0 that they may have the full riches of
complete understanding, in order that they
may know the mystery of God, namely Christ,
in whom are hidden all the treasures of wis-
dom and knowledge” Colossians 2:2-3.

Thisis God's ultimate purpose and the respon-
sibility upon theleader - to bring every believer
to the full knowledge of Christ and, in Him, to
know the very heart and mind of God.

J
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The Leader’s Credentials

If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how
can he take care of God’s church? 1 Timothy 3:5

Above reproach

“Now the overseer must be above reproach,
the husband of but one wife, temperate, self-
controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to
teach, not given to drunkenness, not violent
but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of
money” 1 Timothy 3:2-3.

The Lord isnot looking at paper credentials as
the qualification for leadership. Hiscredentials
arethe persona lifeand character of theleader.
Paul speaks clearly concerning this in 2
Corinthians 3:1-3 and Philippians 3:1-17.

In hisletter to Timothy, Paul lays down clearly
the qualificationsfor the pastoral ministry of the
overseers. These qualifications apply to all
leadership:

Relationship in family

“Wives, submit to your husbands as to the
Lord...Husbands, love your wives, just as
Christ loved the church and gave himself up
for her...Children, obey your parents in the
Lord, for this is right” Ephesians 5:22-25;
6:1-3 (Colossians 3:18-21; 1 Peter 3:7).

The Biblical model of family life is exactly the
sameasthemodel of churchlife (Philippians2:1-
8; Colossians 3:12-16). It is based on the depth
of lovefound in God Himself. The selflessunity
of the triune God is given as a picture of the
qudity of relationship that God has planned within
family life (John 17:21). The life of the family
flowsfrom God the Father (Ephesians 3:14-15).

An overseer has the responsibility of being an
exampleto all of family life as God intendsit to
be. The foundation of family lifeislove. This
loveis expressed in different ways by different
members of the family.

Unity of husband and wife

“Has not the Lord made them one? In flesh
and spirit they are his. And why one?
Because he was seeking godly offspring. So
guard yourself in your spirit, and do not
break faith with the wife of your youth”
Malachi 2:15 (Ephesians 5:31-32).

Theloveand unity of ahusband and wifein
leadershipisthe greatest examplethat can be,
not only to their children, but tothe believers.
Family life operates asacycle of love. Itis
based upon sl flessgiving to oneanother:

* Husbands- Thehusband’ sexpression of love
for his wife is like that of Christ’s for the
Church - laying down his life.

* Wives- Thewife'sexpression of loveto her
husband is submitting. In the same way a
believer willingly submitsto the Lord because
of Hisgreat lovefor us, awomanwill willingly
submit to the leadership of her husband when
hisdepth of lovefor herisliketheLord slove
indyingfor us.

* Par ents- When children seethiskind of love
operatingin their parents, their expression of
love is obeying.

“Fathers, do not exasperate your
children; instead, bring them up in the
training and instruction of the Lord”
Ephesians 6:4 (Col.3:21; Prov.1:8; 6:20).

Relationship in world

“Live such good lives among the pagans
that, though they accuse you of doing
wrong, they may see your good deeds and
glorify God on the day he visitsus” 1 Pet 2:12

A leader’s credentials - to the church and to
the world.- are his character and his family.
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What Leadership is Not

You are not to be called ‘Rabbi,” for you have only one

Master and you are all brothers...

Matthew 23:8

Many Christians, having withessed the abuse
of the wrong kind of leadership within the
Church, haveretreated to aposition of individu-
alismand, sometimes, isolation. They don’t want
to expose themsel vesto another abusive leader,
and even when some gather together for fel-
lowshipinsmall groups, they view dl leadership
as unnecessary and counter-productive. How-
ever, the Bible is clear that leadership plays a
vital rolewithinthelife of the Church. The big
guestionis - what kind of |eadership!

Leadership is not a title

One of the most common misconceptions of
leadership isthat it is connected to atitle. The
Lord Jesus commanded that the leadership of
his disciplesnot betitled-based:

“But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi,’ for
you have only one Master and you are all
brothers. And do not call anyone on earth
‘father’, for you have one Father, and he is
in heaven. Nor are you to be called ‘teacher,’
for you have one Teacher, the Christ”
Matt.23:8-10.

Nowhereinthe New Testament do you find titles
given to any of the leaders. Paul describes his
ministry in Romans1:1:

“Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to
be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of
God” .

Never inthe Word is he addressed as “ Apostle
Paul”. Heis“an apostle” - adescription of his
functionin ministry. The sameappliesto all the
ministriesmentionedin Ephesians4:11...

“It was he who gave some to be apostles,
some to be prophets, some to be evangelists,
and some to be pastors and teachers’.

None of them begin with a capital letter. They
are desciptions of function not atitle.

Leadership is not a position

Like the Phariseesin the New Testament, wrong
leadership lovesthe position and recognition.

“ Everything they do is done for men to
see...they love the place of honour at banquets
and the most important seats in the syna-
gogues, they love to be greeted in the market-
places and to have men call them ‘Rabbi’”
Matthew 23:5-7.

Leadership is not control

Thisisone of themost damaging misconceptions
of leadershipin the Church today. To be aleader,
as some view it, is to be in control of other
people’slives. But Jesusinstructed the opposite:

“The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them;
and those who exercise authority over them
call themselves Benefactors. But you are not
to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you
should be like the youngest, and the one who
rules like the one who serves’ Luke 22:25-26
(Matthew 20:24-26)..

Leadership isnot lordship! Any leadership style
that isbased on control and manipulation fallsinto
the category of “lording it over...the flock”.

“ Be shepherds of God's flock that is under
your care, serving as overseers...not greedy
for money, but eager to serve; not lording it
over those entrusted to you, but being examples
to the flock” 1 Peter 5:2-3.

Leadership is not the exercise of power over
people’s lives in order to further the cause and
benefit of the |eader.

Leadership is not top down

Leadership is not hierarchical. New Covenant
leadership is not the leader sitting at the top of a
pyramid of authority, directing and del egating to
all theminionsbelow.
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New Wineskin Leadership

From him the whole body, joined and held together by
every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in
love, as each part does its work. Ephesians 4:16. ,

Ministry of the Holy Spirit

In many parts of the Church today the Holy Spirit
is given no place to minister. Many leaders and
teachershave dlipped into the information mode
instead of the revel ation mode. Our church meet-
ings have become so structured that no roomiis
givenfor the Holy Spirit, so the gifts of the Spirit
are not operating and expressed in the corporate
Body of Christ.

Container for the new wine

A challenge came to the Lord Jesus from the
Pharisees and the disciples of John the Baptist...

“..."John's disciples often fast and pray, and
so do the disciples of the Pharisees, but yours
go on eating and drinking'” Luke 5:33.

The Pharisees represented the Law and John
the Baptist represented the Prophets. In other
words, the criticism wasthat the disciples of the
Lord werenot fulfilling the standards of theLaw
(the Old Covenant). The Lord’s reply revealed
awonderful truth of the New Covenant.

“ And no one pours new wine into old wine-
skins. If he does, the new wine will burst the
skins, the wine will run out and the wineskins
will be ruined. No, new wine must be poured
into new wineskins” Luke 5:37-38 (see also
Matthew 9:17; Mark 2:22).

In those days agoat skin was used to hold wine.
When new wine was poured in, the goat skin
was flexible with the movement and expanded
as the wine fermented. But if the goat skin was
an old one it would be rigid and would break at
the movement of the wine.

The Lord Jesus declared that the “container” of
the New Covenant was totally different to that
of the Old Covenant. We not only belong to a

New Covenant but the structure that containsit
isalsototally new! How important itisfor usto
reaizethisl

The old wineskin

The structure that contained the Old Covenant
was apyramid structure...Moses (the Law and
the Prophets) at thetop, the priesthood beneath,
and the people below. All ministry from God
came through the ones above to the people be-
low. Sadly, as the Church, we have devel oped
the same “wineskin” to contain the New Cov-
enant believers.

The new wineskin

The new wine pictures the believer in Christ,
indwelt by the Holy Spirit, growinginto theim-
age of God (2 Corinthians 3:18). Thisonly takes
place as each part of the Body “ doesitswork”
(Ephesians 4:7-16). Thus the structure for the
“new wine” believersmust beflexible! Thenew
wineskinisthe Body of Christ functioning and
flowing together initsdifferent gifts, minister-
ing to oneancther.

The gatherings

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and to the fellowship, to the break-
ing of bread and to prayer” Acts 2:42 (see
also verses 46-47).

The early Christians gathered together for the
teaching of the gpostlesand they met from house
to house for the breaking of bread to celebrate
the New Covenant instituted by Jesus (Luke
22:18-20; 24:35; Matthew 26:25-27; Mark 14:22-
23). There were special times when they were
all called together for specific prayer, direction
and celebration (Acts4:23-31; 12:1-19; 14:26-
27, 15:1-35).
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Leadership of Holy Spirit

‘ ...the Father...will give you another Comforter (Counse-
lor, Helper, Intercessor, Advocate, Strengthener, and
Standby), that He may remain with you forever--The

Spirit of Truth...

John 14:16-17 ,

All true “new wineskin” leaders in the Body of
Christ areled by the Holy Spirit.

“‘...the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the
Father will send in my name, will teach you
all things and will remind you of everything |
have said to you'” John 14:26..

Example of Jesus

There is no greater example of true leadership
than the Lord Jesus Himself. Every true |eader
never failsto betotally dependent on the Lord.

“1 tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing
by himself; he can do only what he sees his
Father doing, because whatever the Father
does the Son also does’ John 5:19.

Following the exampl e of the Lord Jesus, atrue
leader’ smessageisnot hissher own. All ministry
isby the anointing of the Holy Spirit. Theleader
doesnot draw the attention to himself or herself,
but tothe Lord - uplifting Himand glorifyingHim
and causing His people to be filled with praise
and worship for Him.

“ Jesus answered, ‘ My teaching is not my own.
It comes from him who sent me. If anyone
chooses to do God's will, he will find out
whether my teaching comes from God or
whether | speak on my own. He who speaks
on his own does so to gain honor for himself,
but he who works for the honor of the one
who sent him is a man of truth; there is noth-
ing false about him’” John 7:16-18 (read also
verses 28-29).

Led by the Spirit

Led by theHoly Spirit, theearly church saw many
believein the Lord and miracles take place.

“The Spirit told Philip, ‘Go to that chariot

and stay near it.” Then Philip ran up to the
chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah
the prophet...Then Philip began with that very
passage of Scripture and told him the good
news about Jesus...” Acts 8:26-40 (see also
Acts 2:1-40; 11:19-24; 13:8-12).

Even the “practical” ministries (deacons) are
chosen because they are led by the Holy Spirit
(Acts 6:1-7).

Following the Spirit

The Holy Spirit has a specific purpose for ev-
ery meeting of the Body of Christ together. For
this reason every leader needs to be prepared
to follow the leading of the Holy Spirit in the
midst of the whole gathering.

* Open heart

Every leader, every believer, needs to come
to the meeting with aprepared heart and with
the question “what do you want todo Lord?’
* Open mind

A “new wineskin” leader allows the Holy
Spirit to move in the midst of the gathering,
sensitively following His direction and guid-
ing thebelieversinwhat the Holy Spirit wants
to say and do.

* Open spirit
Every believer ministers to the Lord and to

oneancther in unity together asthe Holy Spirit
directsintheir midst.

“...\WWhen you come together, everyone has
a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revela-
tion, a tongue or an interpretation. All of
these must be done for the strengthening
of the church...but everything should be
done in a fitting and orderly way” 1
Cor.14:26, 40 (Col.3:16-17;Eph.5:19-20).
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Every Believer a Leader

‘ [Christ] makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As
each part does its own special work, it helps the other

parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing
and full of love. Ephesians 4:16 (NLT)

Ministry of every believer Gifts of the Spirit

2

“But you are a chosen people, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging
to God, that you may declare the praises of
him who called you out of darkness into his
wonderful light” 1 Peter 2:9 (see also v.5).

Whereas, under the Old Covenant, there was a
specific priesthood separated from the people,
inthe New Covenant it isnow the priesthood of
all believers. Every believer has been gifted to
minister.

“...to each one of you was given the grace,
according to the measure of the gift of Christ
Ephesians 4:7.

Variety of ministry

Ministry isnot just that of preaching or teaching
behind a pulpit. Read 1 Corinthians chapter 12.

“ Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, | do not
want you to be ignorant...There are different
kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit...All these
are the work of one and the same Spirit, and
he gives them to each one, just as he
determines” verses 1,4,11.

The ministries, given by the Lord to His Body,
are many and varied. They can be summarized
in three categories...

* Gatherers - gather others to hear of Christ.

* Teacher s- open the heartsto the understand-
ing of the Word of God.

* Nurturers - minister heart to heart to the
needs of people.

These work in “team” together to see people
come to know the Lord and grow in Him.

“...Now to each one the manifestation of the
Spirit is given for the common good....All
these are the work of one and the same Spirit,
and he gives them to each one, just as he
determines. The body is a unit, though it is
made up of many parts; and though all its
parts are many, they form one body. So it is
with Christ” verses 4-12.

Asabeliever ministersin his/her gifting, at that
point of time they are leading and the Bodly is
being blessed and growing in the L ord.

Three-fold ministry

“Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to
be an apostle and set apart for the gospel
of God” Romans 1:1.

Here Paul describes the three aspects of his
ministry. Thisappliestoall believers .

* Thepriority call - aservant (literally “love-
dave’) of Jesus.

* The specific call - the ministry gift of the
Holy Spirit.

* The particular call - the place where that
ministry and gift isto be expressed.

Knowing your measure

It is very important that each believer under-
stands his/her measure of ministry and does not
step out beyond their gifting (Romans 12:3).

Asall believersflow in unity and lovetogether,
eachminigteringintheir gifting of the Holy Spirit,
the fullness of Christ is expressed in the midst
and to theworld (Ephesians 4:11-15).
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Symphony of Leadership

For it is from the head that the whole body, as a harmonious
structure knit together by the joints with which it is provided,

grows by the proper functioning of individual parts to its full
Ephesians 4:16 (JBP).

maturity in love.

b

The Body of Christ

Read 1 Corinthians 12:4-31; Romans 12:3-8.

“The body is a unit, though it is made up of
many parts; and though its parts are many,
they form one body. So it is with Christ...” 1
Corinthians 12:12.

ThereisoneHead to the Body and that isChrist.
Inthe sameway our physical body respondsand
obeys our head (brain) soit iswith the spiritual
Body of Christ. And just as it is essential for
each part of our physical body to function for us
to have free expression and movement, so it is
with Hisspiritual Body. Every giftinthe Body
of Chrigtisanexpression of theLord, Himsdlf.
Aseach onefunctionsintheir gifting, in unity
with therest of the Body, thewhole Christis
manifest.

The urgent need

“The eye cannot say to the hand, “1 don't
need you!” And the head cannot say to the
feet, “1 don't need you!”

Thegreat need in the Body of Christtoday isto
see every part of the Body functioning in their
calling and gifting. Thisisthe mandate that has
been given to thefoundationa ministries- notto
doit al themselves but to equip and rel ease ev-
ery believer intheir ministry. Only whenthisisa
reality will we grow and come to the full mea-
sure of Christ as God has planned.

Different functions

“Just as each of us has one body with many
members, and these members do not all have
the same function, so in Christ we...have
different gifts, according to the grace given
us...” Romans 12:4-6 (1 Cor.12:27-30).

Paul lists some expressions of ministry (v.6-8)

Prophesying - speaking forth a Word of
the Lord with anointed insight (1 Cor.14:3).
Serving - expressing theloveof theLord in
practical help (1Peter 4:10-11).

Teaching - bringing revelation of the Word
for lifeapplication (2 Thess.2:14-15; Col.1:28).
Encouraging- liftingfathintimesof trial
and difficulty (2 Cor.1:3-7; Rom.15:4-6).
Contributing - providing resourcesfor the
work of the Lord (Acts 4:32-37).

Leading - facilitating the gifts of others (1
Timothy 4:14; 5:17; 2 Timothy 1:6).
Showing mercy - giving aid and comfort
to peoplein distress (Acts 9:36-40).

Ditfferent workings

Therearedifferent kinds of giftsand service
and different waysthose giftsand service (min-
istry) areexpressed.

“There are different kinds of gifts, but the
same Spirit. Thereare different kinds of ser-
vice, but the same Lord. There are different
kinds of working, but the same God works
all of themin all men. Now to each one the
manifestation of the Spirit is given for the
common good” 1 Corinthians 12:4-7.

Leading in gifting

When abeliever ministersinthegifting and func-
tion God has graced them with, at that moment
in time he/she is leading the Body. Led by the
Holy Spirit and guided and coordinated by the
gifted leader, the Body movesin beautiful sym-
phony together and every gathering is atime of
great growthin Christ.
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Leading in the World

‘ [Jesus] said to them, ‘Go into all the world and

preach the good news to all creation.

Mark 16:15

Theministry of every believer isnot just within
the Church. We are all called to reach the unbe-
lievingworld to lead them to Christ.

Community

Asthe “Body of Christ” we are the expression
totheworld of who Christis. We show Hislove,
His compassion, His power to those in need
around us. A great exampleof thisisDorcas...

“1n Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha
(which, when tranglated, is Dorcas), who was
always doing good and helping the poor”
Acts 9:36 (read through to verse 42).

Dorcas sministry to the community around her
had such atremendous effect that it ultimately
resulted inmany believingintheLord.

Work places

Joseph had a dramatic effect on hiswork place:

“The Lord was with Joseph and he
prospered...When his master saw that the Lord
was with him and that the Lord gave him
success in everything he did, Joseph found
favor in his eyes and became his attendant.
Potiphar put him in charge of his household,
and he entrusted to his care everything he
owned...the Lord blessed the household of the
Egyptian because of Joseph...” Gen.39:2-5.

Led by the Holy Spirit, Joseph was later to save
anation through atime of famine.

“ So Pharaoh asked them, ‘Can we find
anyone like this man, one in whom isthe spirit
of God?'” Genesis 41:38 (read to verse 57).

Like Joseph, every believer ispositioned by the
Lord in the places they work. Their witness as
examples in honesty and commitment to hard

work brings blessing to their employers and
fellow workersand isatestimony totheLord in
whomthey believe. Inthisway they areleaders
for the Lord in their workplace.

Divine appointments

“[Jesus] left Judea and returned to Galilee.
It was necessary for Him to go through
Samaria...” John 4:4.

Atthat timein history, for political and religious
reasons, the Jews had an extreme dislike of
Samaritans and no Jew would travel through
Samaria. When it says it “was necessary” for
the Lord to go through Samaria, it is speaking
of the Divine appointment the Father had pre-
pared for Him there.

Read John 4:5-42. As aresult of the “appoint-
ment” with the Samaritan woman at the well a
large number from the town believed in Jesus:

“...we know that this man really is the Sav-
ior of the world.” John 4:42.

Jesus' challengeto Hisdisciples concerning that
Divine appointment comesto all of ustoday:

“ Do you not say, 'Four months more and then
the harvest'? | tell you, open your eyes and
look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest”
John 4:35.

Every day the Lord has a Divine appoi ntment
organised. Theall important key isto beready.

“The Sovereign Lord has given me an in-
structed tongue, to know the word that sus-
tains the weary. He wakens me morning by
morning, wakens my ear to listen like one
being taught” Isaiah 50:4.

Thereis no greater joy than being used by the
Lord to be the answer to the cry of the heart of
othersand reach themfor Him. Thisistheprivi-
lege of every believer - every leader.
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The Leader - God’s Messenger

‘ ...out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.
Matthew 12:34 9

Focus on the messenger

A leader is first and foremost a messenger of
God. Whether ministeringto anindividual, ina
small group or to alarge congregation, his/her
responsibility isto present and impart theLord's
message. There is often great emphasis placed
on devel oping methods, techniques, or strategies
for effectiveleadership and thedelivery of God's
Word. But God'sfirst and foremost focusisthe
messenger himself. God wraps up His message
inside a human being. Having all the right
intellectua knowledge, learning all theright things
to say and practicing all theright methodsis not
enough (1 Corinthians 13:1-3). A leader hasto
be the right messenger first!

The messenger’s heart

Read Isaiah 6:1-8. Isaiah, on receiving one of
the most dramatic revel ations of theglory of God
inthe history of mankind, suddenly realized how
far hefell short of that glory...

““Woe to me!’ | cried. .I amruined! For | am
a man of unclean lips, and | live among a
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen
the King, the Lord Almighty.” Then one of the
seraphs flew to mewith alive coal in his hand,
which he had taken with tongs from the altar.
Wth it he touched my mouth and said, ‘See,
this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken
away and your sin atoned for.” verse 5-7.

The Lord then brings a great call...

“Then | heard the voice of the Lord saying,
‘Whom shall | send? And who will go for
us?'” verse 8.

TheLordfirst dealt with the condition of Isaiah’s
heart beforethe call came. Only then wasIsaiah
“qualified” torespond...

“‘And | said, ‘Heream I. Send me!l’.”

Because God is concerned about the behaviour
of his messenger, he begins with the heart of
his messenger. He cleanses the leader’s heart,
and bringshim/her into close, daily fellowship
with himsdlf. Itisonly asthe heart comesclose
to the heart of God that the leader will hear his
voiceasking, “Whowill | send?’ And only then
can the heart’sresponse be: “Here | am, Lord.
Send me!l” So, thefirst key to ministering God’s
message is. A prepared heart.

The messenger’s credibility

“Live such good lives...that...they may see
your good deeds and glorify God on the day
he visits us’ 1 Peter 2:12.

Godisequally concerned about the integrity of
the leader’s message. Does the life match the
words? Does he practice what he preaches?
The hearer looks behind the words to the life
that backsit up. Heis not convinced by words,
but by the redlity that isevident in thelife. So,
the second key to ministering God's message
is: A changed life.

The messenger’s humanity

Read Ezekiel 2:9-3:2,14-15. God isnot wanting
“preaching-machines” but genuine human
beingswho have experienced thelife-changing
power of God's love and who can share this
with others. Like Ezekiel, God wantsthe leader
to identify with the “lament and mourning and
woe” of others. Like Ezekiel, the leader needs
to show a human face to those to whom he
ministers, not some super-Christian facade.
God’'s messenger is a human being, but a
changed human being, and that is the impact
of his or her message. So, the third key to
ministry is: A life that touches others.
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The Leader’s Message

For | resolved to know nothing while | was with you
except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 1 Corinthians 2:2

Servants of the Gospel

“1 became a servant of this gospel by the gift
of God’s grace given me through the work-
ing of his power. Although | am less than the
least of all God's people, this grace was given
me: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable
riches of Christ...” Ephesians 3:7-8.

Every leader isa“ servant of the Gospel”. Heis
not called to minister thelatest “ self-help” trends
or usethelatest motivational techniquesto make
the people to feel good about themselves each
week. Paul declared that Christ had sent him...

“...to preach the gospel - not with words of
human wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be
emptied of its power” 1 Corinthians 1:17.

May we never empty the Cross of its power!
Thetask of every leader inthe Body of Christis
to minister the power of the Gospel.

Imparting what he has

Each leader can only impart to the believersthat
whichisarevelation and reality in his’/her own
life. It is difficulty for people to rise above the
experience of the leader. Thusit isvital that he
understands and has experienced fully in hisown
lifethereality of the full work of the Cross and
Resurrection of the Lord Jesus (Acts 3:6).

Giving his whole life

“Therefore, | urge you, brothers, in view of
God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God - this is
your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform
any longer to the pattern of this world, but
be transformed by the renewing of your mind.
Then you will be able to test and approve what
God's will is - his good, pleasing and perfect

will” Romans 12:1-2.

The Lord Jesus has established a precedent for
ministry - the principle of theliving sacrifice. It
isonly asaleader iswilling tolay down hislife
for others, to step out of the comfort zone for
the sake of others, that he truly becomes a
worker in the Lord's harvest field.

The Gospelfor eternal life

A leader has two priorities in ministering the
Gospel message...
Reaching the unbeliever

To reach the world around with the glorious
Gospel of salvation must always be a constant
priority for every leader, not only for himself
but teaching and rel easing believersto minister
intheir areas of influence in the community.

Opening the eyes ofthe believer

A leader must also know and impart thewonders
of who believers are now in Christ, and the
glories that are awaiting them in Heaven. As
Paul praysin Ephesians 1:18...

“...that the eyes of your heart may be
enlightened in order that you may know the
hope to which he has called you, the riches
of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and
his incomparably great power for us who
believe”

The Gospel for life now

“For in the gospel a righteousness from God
is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith
from first to lagt, just as it is written: The
righteous will live by faith” Romans 1:17.

From start to finish, God’s gift of righteousness
now belongs to the believer. The Gospel isthe
“good news” not only of salvation but for the
wholelife.
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Leading in a Life of Victory

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is new creation; old
things have passed away; behold, all things have ,

become new.

2 Corinthians 5:17 (NKJV)

The Gospel is God'sanswer for thetotal human
need - past, present and future. Theleader’sjob
isto bring people into the revelation of all that
theLord Jesushasaccomplished for themthrough
Hiswork on the Cross and in His resurrection.

The old has gone

“For we know that our old self was crucified
with him so that the body of sin might be done
away with, that we should no longer be dlaves
to sin” Romans 6:6.

TheLord Jesusnot only died for us...bearing on
the Crossthe judgment of God that we deserved.
He also died as us...removing our biggest
problem in life - our old Self - everything we
were“inAdam” (1Cor.15:21-22). This“old self”
involvesthreethings- al dealt with onthe Cross...

* the effects of all we inherited from Adam
down through our generational line

“Therefore, just as sin entered the world
through one man, and death through sin,
and in this way death came to all men,
because all sinned...” Romans 5:12 (read
through to verse 21).

* theeffectsof thesinswe have doneourselves

“Do not be deceived: God cannot be
mocked. A man reaps what he sows. The
one who sows to please his sinful nature,
from that nature will reap destruction...”
Galatians 6:7-8 (see Romans 6:20-21,23).

* the effects on us of all the sins that others
have done against us

“...My thoughts trouble me and | am
distraught at the voice of the enemy, at the
stares of the wicked; for they bring down
suffering upon me and revile me in their
anger. My heart is in anguish within me...”

Psalm 55:2-4 (Job 5:2).
Totally identified

Three things happened in Christ’s work on the
Cross, in His resurrection and ascension that
totally changes and effects the life of the be-
liever down here on earth.

* He died - we died
“..\We died to sin...don’t you know that all

of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death?” Rom.6:2-3.

* He was buried - we were buried

“We were therefore buried with himthrough
baptism into death...” Romans 6:4.

* Herose again - we rose with Him

“..just as Christ was raised from the dead
through the glory of the Father, we too may
live a new life” Romans 6:4,8-11.

* He ascended - we ascended with Him

“And God raised us up with Christ and
seated us with him in the heavenly realms
in Christ Jesus’ Ephesians 2:6.

The new has come

Thisisthe Gospel for Chrigtiang! It isabsolutely
essential that aleader knowsit himself and im-
partsit to the believers. The result is avictori-
ous company of people, set freefrom the power
of sin in their lives and healed from all the
wounds of the past, eager to minister the glori-
ous Gospel in their community.

“Therefore, there is now no condemnation
for those who are in Christ Jesus, because
through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of
life set me free fromthe law of sin and death”
Romans 8:1-2 (read through to verse 4).
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Leader Beware

‘ Keep watch...savage wolves will come in among

you and will not spare the flock...

Acts 20:29 ,

Warning to leaders

Toxic gospels

“Keep watch over yourselves and all the
flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you
overseers. Be shepherds of the church of
God, which he bought with his own blood. |
know that after | leave, savage wolves will
come in among you and will not spare the
flock. Even from your own number men will
arise and distort the truth in order to draw
away disciples after them” Acts 20:29.

Paul gives clear directions to those who are
overseers. They areto belike shepherds caring
for the flock...to keep watch and protect. A
shepherd is constantly alert and fights off
anything attacking the sheep (1 Sam.17:34-35).

“...our struggle is not against flesh and
blood, but against...the spiritual forces of
evil inthe heavenly realms...With thisin mind,
be alert and always keep on praying for all
the saints” Ephesians 6:10-18.

Paul warns of “savage wolves’ who will....

Distort the truth

“For if someone comes to you and
preaches...a different gospel from the one
you accepted, you put up with it easily
enough” 2 Corinthians 11:4.

What Paul warned of in Acts 20:29 is exactly
what happened. Distortion of the truth - toxic
gospels - infiltrated the Church. Many of the
letters the apostles wrote were dealing with
these “ savage wolves’. Substitute gospels had
begun to poison the Church.

These toxic gospels are still infiltrating the
Church today. Every leader must be aware and
protect the Body from these distortions of the
glorious Gospdl.

The New Testament identifies four main “toxic
gospels’ - gospelswhich are“no gospel at all”.

“Gospel” of legalism

“| am astonished that you are so quickly
deserting the one who called you by the
grace of Christ and are turning to a differ-
ent gospel—which is really no gospel at all.
Evidently some people...are trying to pervert
the gospel of Christ” Galatians 1:6-7.

“Gospel” of human wisdom

“For Christ did not send me to...preach the
gospel...with words of human wisdom, lest
the cross of Christ be emptied of its power”
1 Corinthians 1:17.

“Gospel” of the world

“You say, ‘I amrich; | have acquired wealth
and do not need a thing.” But you do not re-
alize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind
and naked” Revelation 3:17.

“Gospel” of gnosticism

“Do not let anyone who delights in false
humility and the worship of angels disqualify
you for the prize. Such a person goes into
great detail about what he has seen, and his
unspiritual mind puffs him up with idle no-
tions” Colossians 2:18.

Draw followers

“...many are boasting in the way the world
does...You gladly put up with fools since you
are so wise! In fact, you even put up with
anyone who enslaves you or exploits you or
takes advantage of you or pushes himself
forward or slaps you in the face..!” 2
Corinthians 11:18-20.
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New Covenant Leadership

‘ ...Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those
who are called may receive the promised eternal ,

inheritance.

Hebrews 9:15

A new covenant declared

“ As he was praying, the appearance of his
face changed, and his clothes became as
bright as a flash of lightning. Two men, Moses
and Elijah, appeared in glorious splendour,
talking with Jesus...” Luke 9:29-31 (read
through to verse 36. Also Matthew 17:1-13;
Mark 9:2-12).

Imaginewhat it meant to thosethe discipleswhen
they saw Moses and Elijah with the Lord Jesus
on the Mount of Transfiguration. Thosetwo men
represented Israel’s whole heritage and
relationship with God. Moses represented the
Law and Elijah represented the Prophets. Peter
wanted to build three tabernacles to keep the
threethere, on the mountain. Imagine theimpact
that would have had on the whole nation! But
Peter did not understand the fullness of what was
being revealed to them. So important was the
revelation they were receiving that God
interrupted him...

“While he was still speaking, a bright cloud
enveloped them, and a voice from the cloud
said, ‘Thisis my Son, whom | love; with him |
am well pleased. Listen to him!’” Matt.17:5.

When the cloud lifted, Moses and Elijah were
gone. Only Jesus was left. God had declared
the old covenant given through Moses and the
Prophets had ended. A new covenant, which
would be sealed by blood onthe Crossof Christ,
had begun! This new covenant would be based
onthreevital principles:

The revelation of Jesus

“...he was transfigured before them. His face
shone like the sun, and his clothes became

as white as the light” Matt.17:2.

The New Covenant is based on arevelation of
who the Lord Jesus is. This revelation brings
salvation (Acts 2:36-37) and also continuous
growthin thelife of the believer.

“But we all, with unveiled face, beholding
asinamirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory
to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit” 2
Corinthians 3:18 (NASB).

The work of Jesus

“...Moses and Elijah...talking with
Jesus...spoke about his departure, which he
was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusa-
lem” Luke 9:30.

Every aspect of the New Covenant is based on
the finished work of Jesus on the Cross.

“..when this priest [Jesus] had offered for
all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down
at the right hand of God...by one sacrifice
he has made perfect forever those who are
being made holy” Hebrews 10:12-14 (read
through verses 1-18).

The word of Jesus

“*Thisis my Son, whom | have chosen; lis-
ten to him'” Luke 9:35.

The Lord Jesusisthe focal point of the whole
of Scripture. Heistheliving Word (John 1:1-4)

“And beginning with Moses and all the
Prophets, he explained to them what was
said in all the Scriptures concerning
himself” Luke 24:27 (see also John 5:39).

All Christian leaders are |eaders of the New
Covenant not of the Old.
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Leading in Grace not Law

‘ He has made us competent as ministers of a new
covenant - not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the
letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 2 Corinthians 3:6 ,

It is finished!

The Covenant of Law

The Cross of Christ brought about a dramatic
change in the believer’s relationship to God.
From the moment the Lord Jesus died a con-
tract was sealed in Heaven.

“..Jesus said, ‘It is finished.” With that, he
bowed his head and gave up his spirit” John
19:30.

Thesewords, spoken by JesusasHedied, were
common words known by everyonein that day.
It was aterm used in accountancy. When aman
wasdeeply in debt and brought before the court,
the judge would write down on parchment the
list of hisdebts, holding himto account until they
werefully paid. When the day camethat al the
debtswere paid, he would then write acrossthe
totdl list thewords“ paidinfull” (*itisfinished”).
The parchment would then betaken into the open
and nailed to a tree so that al could see the
man’'s debts were fully paid.

“He forgave us all our sins, having canceled
the written code, with itsregulations, that was
against us and that stood opposed to us; he
took it away, nailing it to the cross...”
Colossians 2:13-15.

The old Covenant of Law represented the list
of our debts - fully paid by Jesus nailed to the
Cross!

The veil is torn!

The moment Jesus died, the veil in the temple
that had separated sinful man from God was
torn in two, from top to bottom (Matt.27:51).
Read Heb.10:19-22; 4:16. On the Cross, Jesus
was the veil! Because of Hisfinished work the
believer now hasfree access into the full glory
and presence of God. We have an open Heaven!

The Old Covenant can be summed up in two
words...self effort! (Romans 10:6) Do in order
to get. It was given for one purpose- to revea
that snful mankind could not evenkeep thelow-
est expression of the righteousness of God
(Matt.5:21-22; 27-28). It was given to cause
usto recognize how far wefal short of God's
glory (Romans6:23) and to turn usto Christ,
theonewho could save us (Gal.3:19-26).

The Covenant of Grace

Onthe Cross God put an end to the Covenant of
Law and sealed the eternal covenant he had
made with Abraham, ushering in for all believ-
ersthe Covenant of Grace (Gal.3:15-18; 29).

Two wrong concepts ofgrace

Gracefor salvation only - Galatians 3:1-3. The
“foolish Galatians’ had received Jesus by faith
but weretryingtolivethe Chrigtianlife, and reach
the goal of full maturity in Christ (2 Corinthians
3:18), by returning to the Law of outward rules
and regulations which were impossible to keep
(read Romans 7:14-24). They had reverted to
legalism.

Grace means it's okay to sin - Paul strongly
replies to this -“ God forbid!” (Rom.6:1-2).
These people have moved into license (Jude 4)

A Covenant of Empowering

The Covenant of Grace is a covenant of em-
powering (Rom.8:1-4; 2 Cor.3:1-18). It is God,
by His Spirit, enabling usto be forgiven, saved,
born again, and living day-by-day inthe full ex-
pression of His righteousness (Heb.10:12-18;
Romans 8:1-4). Asleaders, may weimpart and
lead peopleinthe gloriousliberty of theall-pow-
erful Covenant of Grace.

Copyright © 2010 Paul and Bunty Collins.. A ministry of Fountaingate Christian Foundation. May be freely reproduced, except for

profit, provided copyright and contact information is kept intact. P.O. Box 1033, Newcastle NSW 2300, Australia.

SERIES: LEADERSHIP GOD’S WAY - LESSON 19



Online at www.kingstable.org Scriptutes quoted from the New International Version, unless otherwise stated. Used by permission.

"He brouglt me into HWWMM " Song of Solomon 24

Leading in God’s Power

For Christ...did not send me...to preach the gospel...with
words of human wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be

emptied of its power.

1 Corinthians 1:17 ,

The wisdom of the world

Thewisdom of thisworld focuses on self - self-
esteem, self-love, self-realization, self-change.
This wisdom started at the fall of man. Adam
and Eve ate the fruit of the tree of the knowl-
edge of good and evil becauseit was*“desirable
for gaining wisdom” (Genesis 3:6). From that
time, mankind chose a path of self-wisdom - a
wisdom independent of God. The source of our
wisdom has been a central issue with God ever
since (1 Cor.1:19; Proverbs 9:10; Isaiah 55:9).

“Whereisthewise man? Whereisthe scholar?
Where is the philosopher of this age? Has
not God made foolish the wisdom of the
world?” 1 Corinthians 1:20.

Three levels of worldly wisdom

Wise M an - learnt from the experiences of life
Scholar - learnt from study and higher education

Philosopher - searched for answers. In Corinth
they were the high-level thinkers, the forerun-
ners of the modern human sciences - philoso-
phy, psychology and sociology.

The Church has had a long-running affair with
the wisdom of this world. Like the Church of
Corinth, many Christianstoday try to pepper the
Gospel with worldly wisdom. We add coursesin
philosophy, psychol ogy and self-hel p techniques.
There existstoday avast “ self-help” supermar-
ket where we can shop for ideas. We chase the
next formulathat will hel p solve complex prob-
lemsor help our church to grow. Theseintellec-
tual teachingsappeal to the human mind, but they
also empty the Cross of its power. Paul gave a
word of warning to Timothy - awarning which
isjust asapplicableto our generation:

“For the time will come when men will not

put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit
their own desires, they will gather around
them a great number of teachers to say what
their itching ears want to hear” 2 Tim.4:3.

The wisdom of God

“For since in the wisdom of God the world
through its wisdom did not know him, God
was pleased through the foolishness of what
was preached to save those who believe” 1
Corinthians 1:21 (see also 2:6-8).

The Gospel encapsulates God’ swisdom because
it targets the root problem of mankind - inde-
pendence from God. The wisdom of thisworld
is“darkened” by pride and sin, making people
enemiesof Godintheir minds(Colossians1:21;
Romans 1:21; Ephesians 4:18).

God’s wisdom - the Cross

“...but we preach Christ crucified: a stum-
bling block to Jews and foolishness to Gen-
tiles, but to those whom God has called, both
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God
and the wisdom of God” 1 Corinthians 1:23-
24 (read also verse 30).

God'swisdomisfoundinthe Gospel of the Cross
- plus nothing! It releases His power into our
livesto bring salvation, change and victory.

“When | came to you, brothers, | did not
come with eloquence or superior wisdom as
| proclaimed to you the testimony about God.
For | resolved to know nothing while | was
with you except Jesus Christ and him
crucified...My message and my preaching
were not with wise and persuasive words, but
with a demonstration of the Spirit's power,
so that your faith might not rest on men'swis-
dom, but on God's power” 1 Corinthians 2:1-
5 ( see also 1 Corinthians 3:18-20).
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Leading in Gospel Purity

‘ Do not love the world or anything in the world. If
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not ,
In him... 1 John 2:15-16

Paul wroteto the Corinthian Church “ out of great
distressand anguish of heart and with many tears’
(2 Corinthians 2:4). Thiswas because the toxic
gospel of the world had infiltrated church life.
This “gospel” teaches that the purpose of the
Christian lifeisto get the good thingsin life. It
preachesa“ give-me” attitude and focusessolely
onthe blessings God has promised the Christian
in this life. It emphasizes worldly motives and
worldly methods. This dangerous gospel causes
many of the troublesin the Church (James 4:1-
4). Alook at thefirst six chaptersof 1 Corinthians
shows the sorry state of affairs:

* Divison, quarrdling (1 Cor.1:10-13; 3:3,21)
* Greed, focus on wealth (1 Cor.4:8).

* Pride, arrogance, boasting (1 Cor.4:8, 18-20)
* Immor ality (1 Corinthians5).

* Lawsuitsbetween Christians (1 Cor.6).

The motives of the world

“...everything in the world - the cravings of
sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the
boasting of what he has and does - comes
not from the Father but from the world” 1
John 2:15-16.

The gospel of the world changes a Christian’s
focusfrom God to four things:

* Wealth (2 Corinthians2:17)

* Sucecess (2 Corinthians10:12,18;11:5,18;12:11)
* Pleasur e (James4:3; 2 Tim.3:4-5; Rom.13:14)
* Power (Mark 10:42-44; 2 Cor.1:24).

The methods of the world

In 2 Kings 16:10-15, we find the story of King
Ahaz, who went to Damascus and saw a pagan
atar. It was so beautiful that he sent the design
to the high priest and ordered a duplicate made
for himin Israel. Hereplaced the bronze dtar in

the templ e, which had been prescribed by God,
with this new pagan atar and started to offer
sacrifices to God on it. In his mind, he was not
worshipping foreign gods but the Lord. But the
results were a gradual change in the temple's
format to become like that of a pagan god (2
Kings 16:10-18). In the same way, much of the
Church hasintroduced many methods of worldly
entertainment and performance into church
worship, evangelism and fellowship (2 Cor.10:2-4)

The boasting of the world

Read 2 Cor.11;12:11-12. The Corinthians had
been swayed by the “super-apostles” who
boasted of their gifts and eloquence and were
peddlingtheword of God for profit (2 Cor.2:17).
The focus of Corinth had become “ personality
ministries” who preached a gospel which
promised worldly status, wealth and success (1
Tim.6:3-10; 1 Cor.4:8-21). The Church at
Laodiceafell into the sametrap (Rev.3:17-18).

The Gospel’s answer

“ But you, man of God, flee from all this, and
pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love,
endurance and gentleness. Fight the good
fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal
life to which you were called when you made
your good confession in the presence of
many witnesses’ 1 Timothy 6:11-12.

Read to verse 19. In these verses, Paul gives
clear directionsfor Timothy, and usasthe Church
today, to escape this false gospel of the world.

The good confession

What was the good confession Timothy had
made? Versel3 says it was the same one the
Lord Jesus had made before Pontius Pilate...

“ My kingdomis not of thisworld” John 18:36.

Copyright © 2010 Paul and Bunty Collins.. A ministry of Fountaingate Christian Foundation. May be freely reproduced, except for

profit, provided copyright and contact information is kept intact. P.O. Box 1033, Newcastle NSW 2300, Australia.

SERIES: LEADERSHIP GOD’S WAY - LESSON 21



Online at www.kingstable.org Scriptutes quoted from the New International Version, unless otherwise stated. Used by permission.

"He brouglt me into HWWMM " Song of Solomon 24

Leading in Truth

Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the

worship of angels disqualify you for the prize...

Col.2:18 ,

Toxic gospel of Gnosticism

Gnosticism was arising force towards the end
of thefirst century and it had begunto influence
the early Church. Gnosticism comes from the
Greek word gnosis, which means*knowledge”.
A secret knowledge was supposedly given to
thoseinitiated - aknowledge of principalitiesand
powers and the keys to breaking their power.

“Let no one disqualify you, insisting on as-
cetic practices and the worship of angels,
claiming access to a visionary realm and in-
flated without cause by his fleshly mind”
Colossians 2:18 (HCSB).

False teachers

False teachers had infiltrated the church at
Colosse, telling the believersthat the message
of the Gospdl wasincomplete. They advocated
theworship of angelsand the keeping of spe-
cial ceremoniesand rulesthat had to befol-
lowed. Gnostic teaching went into great detail
concerning the satanic hierarchy and the pass-
words needed to break through their layered
ranksto reach the heavenly realm. Their teach-
ing totally divested the finished work of Christ
on the Cross.

The evil of “Jezebel”

When speaking to the Church of Thyatira
(Rev.2:18-25), the Lord uses Jezebel to picture
the spirit of the gnostic teaching (1 Kings 18:4,
19; 21:25). In opposition to the finished work of
Christ, “ Jezebel” (gnosticism) was offering two
spiritually exciting enticements. It offered su-
pernatural knowledge - “ Calls herself a proph-
etess” (Rev.2:20) - and the knowledge of
“ Satan’'s so-called deep secrets’ (Rev.2:24).
As a result of this “secret” knowledge, the

gnostic teaching offered supernatural authority
over Satan. It is a false gospel of mysticism
which produces spiritual pride. Today it often
outworks in two specific ways...

False prophecies & false visions

No true prophecy or vision will move outside
the boundaries of theWord of God. Speakingin
theLord’sName holds heavy responsibility and
the speaker stands accountabl e before God and
the Church. See Deut.18:20-22; 1 Cor.14:29.

Obsession with the demonic

Demons should never become the focus of our
ministry. Wearenot called to“rail against” prin-
cipalities and powers (Jude 8-9). The “strong-
holds” of 2 Corinthians 10:4-6 were mindsets
imported from the surrounding Corinthian com-
munity. The weapon that has “ divine power to
demolish strongholds’ isthe Gospdl itself. Spiri-
tual warfare is expressed in action on “ground
level”, backed by prayer, proclaiming the Gos-
pel of the Kingdom, with authority over demonic
spiritsin people' slives(Mark 6:7-13; Luke 10:1-
9;17-20; 1 Timothy 2:1-4).

Leading in the truth

Gnosticism goes out beyond the boundaries
of the Word of God. Leaders in the Body of
Christ must follow the truth of the Word. The
Bibleteachesthat principalitiesand powersare
real, but declares that their power has already
been broken by the Cross of Christ. Satan has
been defeated! (Colossians2:15). Just asChrist
was raised from the dead and seated at God'’s
right hand in the heavenly realms (Ephesians
1:20-22) so, too, the believer in Christ hasbeen
seated together with Christ. We, too, have been
placed in the same position with Christ far
above al the realms of the powers of darkness
(Ephesians 2:6).
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Leading the Firstborn Ones

‘ But you have come...to the church of the firstborn,
whose names are written in heaven.
Hebrews 12:22-23 ,

Every leader has the responsibility to lead the
believers in the fullness of all that Christ has
accomplished for us.

“My purpose is that they may be encouraged
in heart and united in love, so that they may
have the full riches of complete
understanding, in order that they may know
the mystery of God, namely, Christ, in whom
are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge” Colossians 2:2-3 (see also
Ephesians 1:3; 3:14-21; Colossians 1:24-29).

Jesus the Firstborn

The Lord Jesus is declared to be “Firstborn”,
speaking of His special status in three distinct
relationships. HeisFirstborn...

* Over all creation (Colossians 1:15)

* From among the dead (Colossians 1:18)

* Among many brothers (Romans 8:29)
The Scriptureisusing the family culture of Old
Testament Israel to picture Christ’srelationship
to His Father and to us as God's children. To be
the“firstborn” in Israel did not necessarily mean
that person was the first one born (Genesis 16-
22; 25-27; 48:8-20; 1 Chronicles5:2; Psalm 89:19-
37). To befirstborn meant to hold special status
inthe family. Thefirstborn had...

Special position - he was the father’s
“right-hand man”, representing his authority to
the family and the society they livedin.
Special inheritance - he received a
double-portion of theinheritance (Deut.21:15-17).
Special responsibility - he held respon-
sibility for the welfare of the family. This was
why hereceived the double-portion inheritance.
Hehad sufficient to help any of thefamily should
they bein need.

When mankind fell (Genesis 3), The Lord Jesus
took Hisresponsibility asFirstbornand cameto
save us and bring us back to relationship with
the Father.

As*“firstborn over all creation”, Helaid down
His life and became “firstborn from among
thedead”, and through Hisresurrection, bring-
ing many sonsinto glory with Him, He became
“firstborn among many brothers” (Heb.2:9-10)

Firstborn ones

Theglorioustruth of the Gospdl isthat, not only
were we in Christ when He died, taking the
judgment of our sins for us, we were al'so in
Him when he rose from the dead, ascended
into Heaven and sat down at the right hand of
the Father in the position of the Firstborn Heis.

“But because of his great love for us, God,
who is rich in mercy, made us alive with
Christ even when we were dead in
transgressions—it is by grace you have been
saved. And God raised us up with Christ and
seated us with him in the heavenly realms in
Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages
he might show the incomparable riches of
his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in
Christ Jesus’ Ephesians 2:4-7.

Joined with Him at the right hand of the Father,
Jesus has shared all that He isand haswith the
believer. Jesus is the Firstborn by right. The
believers are firstborn ones by grace. Now,
seated with Himinthat special position, sharing
with Him that special inheritance, we, as
firstborn ones, take up our special
responsi bility to sharewith the dying world the
good news of all that Jesus has done for them
(Luke 9:23).
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Leading with the Birthright

‘ Just as it is written: ‘Jacob | loved, but Esau | hated.’
Romans 9:13 ,

Esau and Jacob

Read Genesis 25:21-34, 27:1-38. Esau and Jacob
are given to us as examples of the kind of lives
that attract either thelove (choice) or hatred (re-
jection) of God (seeMalachi 1:2-3). Aswefollow
the characters of these two men, described in
Scripture, we see that it was because of a par-
ticular focusin life that each had - a focus that
wasthe motivation of their wholelives.

Two focuses in life

Esau: the man of the field

In the New Testament, Jesus speaks of the
“field” asapictureof theworld (Matthew 13:24-
30; 36-43; John 4:34-38). So also we seg, asthe
Genesis account unfolds, the statement that de-
clared Esau a“man of thefield” (Gen.25:27) not
only described his occupation, but alsowas apic-
ture of his heart’s focus. Esau was a man who
loved the things of theworld - who lived for the
pleasures of life now.

Jacob: the tent-dweller

Gen.25:27 specifically separates Jacob asthe one
wholivedintents. Hebrews 11:8-10tellsuswhy:

“By faith [ Abraham] made his home in the
promised land like a stranger in a foreign
country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and
Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same
promise. For he was looking forward to the
city with foundations, whose architect and
builder is God.”

Thekey to Jacob’slifewasthat “living in tents’
represented atransient life. Like Abraham and
Isaac, and all the heroes of faith who would
follow him, Jacob’s whole attitude was that he
was a foreigner and pilgrim in the world
(Hebrews 11:8-16). He had his eyes on one
major goal - an eternal dwelling - the City of

God. Jacob believed God's promiseto Abraham
that he would be the father of many nations
(Genesis 12:2-3; 17:4-7,16; 18:18; 22:17-18).
This promise was ultimately fulfilled in Christ
andthe New Creation that cameforth fromHim,
for it wasthe New Creation people, born through
Christ’s atoning work on the Cross that would
make up the“ City” of God (Hebrews 12:22-24;
13:14; Galatians 3:7-9, 13-19, 29; Rev.21.2).

The Birthright

Read Genesis 25:29-34. The birthright of the
firstbornwastheright to fulfill in hisgeneration
the next stage in God's continuing plan of His
eternal purpose - a City filled with redeemed
people from every tribe, every language and
every nation!. (Gen.17:7; Revelation 5:9-10;
7:9-10). Thisiswhat the heroes of faith saw. It
is this focus of heart that needs to be the
motivation of every leader and that he, in turn,
then imparts and encouragesin every believer.

The Blessing

Read Genesis 27:1-36. Esau thought the bless-
ing was separate from the birthright. When he
sold the birthright to Jacob, he knew he was
salling himtheright to be part of God'splan, but
he had no intention of him having the material
wealth and blessing of hisinheritancethat would
give him a good life on earth. He “burst out
with aloud and bitter cry” (verse 34) when he
heard he had lost the blessing. He put no value
on God's eternal purpose (Hebrews 12:15-16).

Taking up the baton

Read Heb.11:39-12:1. Likearelay race that has
been taking place down through history, the
baton- the birthright - has been passed onto us.

“...let us run with perseverance the race
marked out for us...” Hebrews 12:1.
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Leaders of a New Way of Life

‘ ...And the Lord God commanded the man,

‘...you must

not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil,

for when you eat of it you will surely die’

Gen.2:16-17

A truth of the Gospel that isvital for every leader
to understand, live in and impart, is the truth of
the Tree of Life that is now the believer’s
lifesource. Thisrevolutionizesthe Church from
aworld mindset to the mindset of God and isthe
essential factor for unity in the Body of Christ.

The two trees in the middle of the Garden of
Eden represented a choice for Adam and Eve -
a choice between two ways of life. That same
choiceis asreal today for every leader and ev-
ery believer. TheTree of Liferepresented God's
way of living, with Him central in all things. The
Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil repre-
sented alifewith Self in control without God.

The Tree ofthe Knowledge
of Good and Evil

Read Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-24. The temptation
to Adam and Eve was not just a delicious piece
of fruit they had been told not to eat. The
Enemy’ stemptation had far greater significance.
A liar fromthebeginning (John 8:44), hetold them
they would gain two attributes:

* Belike God (gods in their own right)
* Gain wisdom (eyes opened)

Adam and Eve's disobedience to God in eating
of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil
had dramatic effect on the whole human race
which would come from them. “Self” became
their god and they received an ability they had
not had before - the knowl edge of good and evil.
This knowledge gave them the ability to judge
what isright and what iswrong but it now came
from a sinful deified Self. Thus their wrong
choice plunged thefutureworld into the cha-
otic Stuationwhereevery individud isruled by
their own decision of what isright or wrong for

them. It has been the most destructive forcein
the human race and, with everybody living out
of thewrongtree, hasresulted in every argu-
ment, every war, every broken relationship.
The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil
aways ministers death.

The Tree of Life

If God had dealt with us, in our sins, out of the
knowledge of good and evil wewould have a-
ready been judged and sent to hell. Thereisno
guestion, we were wrong and He was in the
right. But, knowing we were wrong, He came
and died, taking our judgment for us. The Cross
isthe Tree of Lifein operation. All the effects
of Adam and Eve's sin were met and reversed
by Jesusonthe Cross(seeRomans6:23; 5:14,21,;
6:6; Galatians 3:13-14; 1 John 3:8; John 17:22).
At the moment of salvation, the believer “eats’
fromthe Tree of Life. The Tree of Lifeislove
inoperation.

Theknowledge of good and evil isalsofoundin
the Tree of Life (Genesis 3:22) but with that
knowledge is also the full nature of God - His
love, mercy, grace and power etc. We, asGod's
new creation people, nolonger livejudgingwho
is right and who is wrong from a self-centred
perspective. Likethe Lord Jesusin John 8:2-11,
we can know someoneiswrong, but inthe Tree
of Lifethereisthewisdom of God how to handle
that knowledge. Leaders are called to lead
God'speoplein atotally new way of life. The
Tree of Life adways ministers life (see Prov-
erbs 3:18; 11:30; 13:12; 15:4; Revelation 2:7;
22:2:14;19).

“...0On each side of the river stood the tree
of life...And the leaves of the tree are for the
healing of the nations’ Revelation 22:2
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The Heart of Leadership

‘ | pray...that all of them may be one, Father, just as
you are in me and | am in you. May they also be
in us so that the world may believe that you have

sent me. John 17:20-21 ,

The heart of the Lord Jesusis expressed in His
prayer to His Father in John 17, just before He
went to the Cross. Unity of the whole Body of
Christ is His priority! This must always be the
priority of every leader and the heart of every-
thing ministered to the Body.

“1 have given them the glory that you gave
me, that they may be one as we are one: | in
them and you in me. May they be brought to
complete unity to let the world know that you
sent me and have loved them even as you
have loved me” John 17:22-23.

Keys to unity

In His prayer, the Lord Jesus makes five decla-
rations that are the means by which His prayer
will befulfilled:

“I have finished the work” v.4

The central factor of al teaching and ministry
by leadership isthe work of the Cross. And that
it isafinished work. Every sin, every need, ev-
ery hurt, every healing and every division finds
its answer there.

“I have revealed you to them” v.6

The Spirit of revelation of the glory of who the
Lordis, what He hasdone, isdoing and isgoing
to do, is the all-important ingredient for the
fulfilment of God's plan for every believer. Ev-
ery word spoken and ministry given to believers
must come from the revelation of the Spirit in
the heart of theleader ministering. Paul summa-
rizes the revelation essential for every believer
in Ephesians 1:17-18:

“| keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the

Soirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you
may know him better. | pray also that the eyes
of your heart may be enlightened in order
that you may know the hope to which he has
called you, the riches of his glorious inher-
itance in the saints, and his incomparably
great power for us who believe” Ephesians
1:17-18 (read through to verse 23).

“I have given them your word” v.14

TheWord of God isall-important - not just aca-
demicinformation but revel ation. Revel ation of
the Word by the Spirit makesthe Word become
aliving redlity inthe heart and life.

“I have sent them into the world” v.138

Jesus declared that He was not praying for the
world (verse 9). On the Crossand in Hisresur-
rection He accomplished everything that needs
to bedoneto bring theworld back into relation-
shipand fellowshipwith HisFather. The Church,
Hisunited believers, isnow thetrusted vehicle
to bring that glorious good newsto the world.

“I have given them my glory” v.22

The Lord Jesus is the fullness of the Godhead
bodily - thefull expression of God on earth (He-
brews10:5-7). Thisiswhat hasnow been given
to the total Body of Christ...each believer re-
vealing an aspect of Hisglory (Colossians 2:9-
10). Only in unity can the fullness of God be
expressed to the world.

"For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity
lives in bodily form, and you have been given
fullness in Christ, who is the head over ev-
ery power and authority.” Colossians 2:9-
10 (see also John 13:34).

Ministering these five principles found in
Jesus prayer isthe calling of every leader.

Copyright © 2010 Paul and Bunty Collins.. A ministry of Fountaingate Christian Foundation. May be freely reproduced, except for

profit, provided copyright and contact information is kept intact. P.O. Box 1033, Newcastle NSW 2300, Australia.

SERIES: LEADERSHIP GOD'S WAY - LESSON 26



Postsc m’/z‘

It hos been our privilege for 5O yeors o serve the Body of Christ
Sesus (oves Ais Body and Ae serves us all. o soid he hod ‘ot come
to be served, bul o serve” (Matthen 20.28). What o wonderiid
altitude to follow. 7‘7@ al50 Y A luée G235, Ffowe wonl o folloow Aim
we must deny ourselves ond (oke up our cross dedy. 935&15 ded the
work of the Cross. The #oly Spiwrt leods us lo wolk the woy of the
Cross. There ore 50 mony on tAe mission Feld we hove mel who Aove
beern wonderfil exormples of tAs.

However, there ore fwo oress (ALY we hAove moliced over the yeors
thot bove become guile pronounced in the Body of Christ - the
6//7Af of sectoriomism amd the meraAW/z&//sv'mﬁ of the gos'/e/ L 2
Corinthions 2:47, Paul wrole Unlike so mony, we Ao not peddle the
word of éad for profit Y Cever bock then ).

Monyg limes, when you ore da/mﬁ o ploneering work, ¢ offen Clotes
yeors lo develop cnd discople new (ecders. It s lrogic ther, when
sectorionm groups, in the couse of the ropid frawz% of their Move-
rment, buy off the best (eaders that others hove spent yeors developr-
ng. TAiS con be Aearz‘éreaéz'mﬁ. TAe truth s thal i we work for the
whole 5 00/7, god will bless our et But if we work am/y for our pert
 mesns we ore ex/ecz‘/mﬁ evergyome (0 come [0 us.

Sv, o5 leaders, we cre ol 5Aa//exnfeo/ 7o budld for the whole Body of
CAHST, for Sesus s cor (ng for o perfect Gride who Aos made Aerself
ready (Revelotion [Z.7). Lot us lroim o mew generalion of se(fless
(eodlers with o vision for the whole Body of CArist:

Thontk ot for your pert in the gddy.

From our Aeort o yours,

Powl cnd _7>>u/n2‘7
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